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DIGITAL ART SPECIFICATIONS

Digital Image Types

The CPCJ accepts line art, halftones, and color figures.

Line art or monochrome images contain

only black and white, with no shades of

gray. (e.g. a purely black and white drawing

or line graph). =

Half tone images contain different shades of gray, and
are also referred to as “grayscale” (e.g. a “black and
white” patient photograph). They do not contain text or
thin lines.

Color images contain different colors. They do not contain
text or thin lines.
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Combination images are a combination of line art and either color or half tone (e.g., a labeled bar chart
with different fill shades or colors, a photograph with labels and arrows added).
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Image Resolution, Mode

Image scan resolution depends on the image type (ppi = pixels per inch).

Image Type File Mode Suggested Minimum
Resolution (ppi) Resolution (ppi)
Line art Bitmap 1200 900
Half tone (grayscale) | Grayscale 400 300
Color CMYK 400 300
Combination Grayscale or CMYK 600 400

Figures submitted at lower than the required resolutions stated above will be allowed for review
purposes. However, the publication process for accepted manuscripts will be delayed until images of
acceptable resolution have been submitted.

Please note that most images prepared for display on a computer screen (e.g. downloaded from the
internet, or output from graphics programs for computer monitor display) will be 72 ppi and not
acceptable for publication (see example below)

Image scanned at 400 ppi Image scanned at 72 ppi



Digital Photography — If you plan to use a digital camera to capture images for publication, use the
highest available resolution setting with the least amount of image compression.

Color images must be submitted in CMYK mode. Images submitted in RGB mode are not acceptable
for publication as they may not convert to the intended colors during the print process.

Image Size

Images should be cropped to remove unnecessary white space around the image of interest. Images
should not contain borders. Image size should be as close to final desired print size as possible, with a
minimum image width of 4”, and maximum image width of 6.5”. Authors are encouraged to view a
recent issue of the CPCJ as a reference for sizing digital images.

For figures containing multiple images (i.e., Fig 1A, 1B, 1C), each images should be saved and
uploaded as a separate file, adhering to the image resolution and size requirements above.

Image File Type

Digital art files should be saved as TIFF, JPG, PDF, or EPS files. The preferred format is TIFF. When
saving images in TIFF format, select LZW compression. If you must save files as JPEG images, do so
with the highest quality (least amount of compression) setting. If saving as a PDF file, use the “Press”
setting under Job Option.

Fonts

Do not use TrueType or bitmap fonts. Font size should be large enough to be read legibly when the
figure is printed at full size (see image size above).

Lines

When adding lines or arrows to images, use a line width large enough to be legible when the figure is
printed at full size (see image size above).

Color Production Costs

Authors are responsible for color production costs. For combination print and online color figures, the
cost is $525 US per figure; However, a multipart figure (e.g., Figure 1A, 1B) appearing on the same
page is considered one figure. For online only, the cost for color figures is $75 US per figure. Submit
color figures only if you are willing to assume the color production costs as noted above. (Specify print
and online, or online only in a cover letter accompanying your submission). Otherwise, submit
grayscale versions.



